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The Joy of Spring 
 

Spring is just around the corner and that fact alone makes me feel blessed. I have been feeling more 

hopeful about the coming of spring since the winter solstice which occurred on the 21st December. That 

may surprise some people but for me the winter solstice is the turning point.  By mid-January, the daily 

increase in light was around 2 minutes a day. By the 20th of February, daylight increased to 3 minutes 

per day - that’s 21 minutes a week and growing!  You may have realised that I’m not a fan of winter.  

I’m not a fan of short cold days and long dark nights with it’s accompanying negative impact on mood 

and sense of well being. However, the shortest day and the longest night have come and gone and now 

the days are getting longer and spring has, in my mind anyway, indeed sprung. 

I haven’t met anyone who says they don’t like spring, it would seem that we all love spring.  The joy of 

spring represents a vibrant season of renewal, marking the end of winter. The longer days, warmer                  

temperatures, and the energy flooding into growth tends to boost our mood and sense of well-being. By 

embracing the joys of spring, we feel uplifted and more connected to the world around us so it begs the 

question, why do we feel so much better? 

Could it be that our feelings of well being are linked to the increasing length of daylight, which has                   

positive psychological and physiological effects.  Waking up to bird song, seeing the sight of the sun                

shining through the window, feeling the sensation of the sun’s warmth on our faces can be hugely                  

uplifting, evoking positivity, energy and hopefulness, all things that easily desert us through the darker 

months. The winter tendencies towards lethargy and an animal desire to hibernate are swept away by a 

dynamic energy. Spring is prompting us humans to awaken and blossom just like nature is doing all 

around us.  

You’ve probably noticed that it’s a been a great year for snowdrops.  You only have to look in the 

churchyard of St. Michael & All Angels, Beetham, to see solid evidence of that. I’ve a great admiration for 

snowdrops because when those courageous green shoots emerge, defying the winter weather, you know 

you've survived the darkest ten weeks, and you have the promise of lengthening days stretching ahead. 

We are also in for a treat as the daffodils and crocus make their splendid entrance.  Again there is a 

promise of a bumper year judging by the number of flowers waiting to come out in the                      

churchyard.  

For me, spring is all about hopefulness, a state of mind that can easily elude us at the moment. Much is 

happening in our world to worry and concern us and so it’s imperative that we watch and listen to 

Mother Nature as she orchestrates the most beautiful symphony of hopefulness.  Being hopeful reduces 

the power of worry. When we have hope we develop and nurture a belief that the future can and will 

be better, and that we can be instrumental in making it so.  Hope is three dimensional, it looks towards a 

better future, it’s grounded in the past and the lessons learned and it’s sustained in the                   

present by a positive mind set.  

So this spring, let us embrace the message of hope, allowing it to renew our spirits and 

strengthen our resolve. As we tend to our gardens and watch the flowers start to bloom let 

us embrace spring with open arms and a thankful heart and enjoy every last second of this 

glorious season.              

www.beethamstmichaelandallangels.co.uk 

 Lent Soup 
Lunch 

in Church 
 

Tuesday 17th March 
 

from 12pm to 1.30pm 
 
 
 

 

 
Donations 

welcomed in 
support of                                  

Christian Aid 

 

10.30am-12pm in church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

All are very welcome, and feel free to 
bring a friend. There is no charge but 

any donations will be gratefully                      
received for our church repair appeal 

Vivien Stirrup 

 

Beetham Church 

Annual Flower  
Festival 2026 

 

 

 
May 23rd 

~25th 
 



 

Dear friends,  
 

By the time you will be reading this the season of Lent, the annual forty-day (or so)                   

period leading up to the joys of Easter will be well and truly established. That moment in 

the church’s year given over to prayer, penitence, reflection and self-examination, the 

season which perhaps more than any other seems increasingly counter-cultural (but ever 

more needed) in our contemporary world, not least because it encourages all of us – 

whoever we are – to look closely at ourselves.  

To look at oneself, one’s life, one’s words and one’s actions is not always a very easy 

thing to do, because – as we all know well - to place ourselves under scrutiny does not 

necessarily bring us comfort or contentment. For it means that we have to let go of the excuses that we so easily 

(and conveniently) make for our lapses of judgement, or our failures to show kindness and consideration to others 

and so come face-to-face and consider not only the wrong we have done, but the good we so often fail to do.  

In short, Lent is the invitation to turn the spotlight on ourselves, to examine our motives, intentions, deeds and 

desires both prayerfully and carefully. Not as an exercise in proving to ourselves how much we fall short, but               

rather as an exercise in revealing to us afresh how much we all stand in need of God’s grace, mercy and                         

forgiveness. We know this, because as Jesus himself discovered during his days of testing and temptation in the   

desert, we do not journey into the wilderness moments of life alone or indeed in our own strength. Rather we 

walk into them, and through them, assured of the Lord’s goodness and faithfulness to us, those truths that provide 

the necessary scaffolding and support for us to be able to look at our lives honestly.  

Understood in this way, it might be said that the days of Lent give us the space and occasion – whoever we are, 

whatever life might have looked like in the past, and wherever the future make take us – to start anew and begin 

again. An attitude and perspective which arises most authentically and truthfully when we look at our lives not in 

isolation, but in company with God, the one who in Jesus Christ has assured us of his proximity and presence. As 

the Irish poet, Brendan Kennelly, once wrote:  

‘Though we live in a world that dreams of ending 

that always seems about to give in 

something that will not acknowledge conclusion 

insists that we forever begin.’ 

Our lives begin. And our lives end. Each is beautiful. Each is fragile. And each, in its own way, is miraculous. This 

time of the year invites us to consider our ending and our beginning and look forward to the abundance of spring, 

and, for those of us who follow Jesus, the abundance of life that his dying and rising bring to the world. 

To quote another poet, Christina Rossetti, in her poem ‘Lent’:  

‘It is good to be last not first, 

Pending the present distress; 

It is good to hunger and thirst, 

So it be for righteousness. 

It is good to spend and be spent, 

It is good to watch and to pray: 

Life and Death make a goodly Lent 

So it leads us to Easter Day.’ 

 

With every good wish and prayer for the Lord’s blessing,  

 

      As ever, 

Letter from The Revd Andrew Norman 
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St Michael & All Angels Services ~ March 2026 

Please see weekly pewsheet or website for further details 
 

*Book of Common Prayer 

          

St Michael & All Angels                     
 
 
 

Baptisms 
 

Sunday 4th January 

Alexander White-Rakotomalala 
 

Sunday 18th January 

Lauren Wells 
 

Sunday 15th February 

Henry Ingham 
 

Sunday 22nd February 

Rory Chaplow 
 

We welcome them into the Beetham Church family 

Date Time Service 

Sun 1st Mar 11am Parish Eucharist 

 6pm BCP* Evensong 

Weds 4th Mar 10am BCP Holy Communion 

Sun 8th Feb 10.30am KEMC Gathering, St Peter’s 

 6pm BCP Evensong 

Sun 15th Mar 11am Mothering Sunday Service 

 6pm BCP Evensong 

Sun 22nd Mar 11am Parish Eucharist 

 6pm BCP Evensong 

Sun 29th Mar 10.50am Palm Sunday Eucharist 

 6pm Start of Holy Week Service 
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HAPPY MARCH TO YOU ALL! 
 

Third month already of this not quite so 
new year. Beetham Community Band has 
been weathering all that winter brings. 

Bugs, freezing fingers, new musical                
pieces.... Ahh but we all love a little         
challenge as the rewards far outweigh                

any playing niggles, do we not?  
 

You know how passionate I am about  
having music in our lives.  I think we need 

it so much at the moment.  A time to 
switch  off the day to day intrusive              

babble and reset ourselves.  
 

But as Spring prepares to launch in all her 
glory, we find ourselves a little depleted 
and in need of musical company. Can we 

tempt you to join our warm and welcoming 
group? Or pop in for a chat and a listen. 

Music is for all and for always. 
 

"MUSIC CAN CHANGE THE WORLD                
BECAUSE IT CAN CHANGE                         

PEOPLE" …..Bono 
 

Much love,  
 

Tess  
 

07725580095 

Friends of Beetham Church Committee 
 

Once a year the Friends of Beetham 

Church Committee members take a 

rest from organising church events 

and fundraising, and arrange a New 

Year meal together. 
  

This year’s venue was The Royal Oak 

in Burton-in-Kendal, where we               

enjoyed an excellent lunch, and            

refreshed ourselves ahead of the 

forthcoming challenges for 2026! 
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Epiphany & Candlemas 
 

A special Epiphany Evening Service of Readings 

and Carols was held on 18th January, and a  

Choral Evensong for 

Candlemas on 1st                

February, marking the 

end of Christmastide. 
 

The  ‘B r i gh te n i ng  

Beetham’ trees around 

the  v i l l age  and                

churchyard were taken 

down for recycling, 

and the lights carefully 

checked and stored 

away ready for next 

Christmas.  Then came 

the tricky challenge of 

taking down the full 

height  Christmas tree 

inside the church! 
 

The outdoor crib was 

dismantled and the             

indoor PoW Nativity 

Crib delicately wrapped. 

Flower displays were 

removed and the                

remaining Christmas 

decorations packed in 

boxes.   

 

Grateful thanks go to 

the amazing team of  

all the volunteers who 

complete all these tasks 

with such care and 

good humour - as they 

do each year! 

Shrove Tuesday Supper & Quiz 
 

The Shrove Tuesday Supper was once again held in the Heron Corn 

Mill Barn.  With thanks to the Revd Geoff Turner for saying the 

grace, Alison Burrow and her team then provided a wonderful              

supper of cottage pie with all the trimmings followed by fresh             

pancakes, with seconds for those that could manage it as always! 
 

After the supper, thanks go to Colin and Julie Clarke for               

running a very successful raffle.  Grateful thanks go to the many            

people who donated raffle prizes and who bought plenty of raffle 

tickets, raising funds for our church repair appeal. 

This was followed by the Annual Quiz, with Quizmasters Jenny 

Marks & Katriona Field.  A picture round identifying book covers 

plus four rounds on Numbers, The Traitors, the Kent Estuary Mission 

Community, and Faithful Friends had everyone suitably baffled, but 

eventually the Ancient & Modern team emerged victorious, followed 

closely by Well Met and The Intellectuals, with the remaining teams 

all within single points of each other. 
 

Many thanks go to Dianne and John Lomax for organising the event 

and to all who helped to set up and clear away. 

Beetham Church Handbell Ringers 
 

The Handbell Ringers were invited to ring for the  

Seniors Group at Parr Street Church in Kendal on 20th 

January.  The programme included a mix of carols 

and musicals, and an introduction to the history of 

tower and handbells, including a fun rendition of the 

towerbell method ‘Plain Hunt’.  The audience                   

enthusiastically joined in the singing, and were then 

invited to have a go at bellringing.  There were plenty 

of volunteers and we were delighted when they gave 

an excellent performance of ‘Frère Jacques’ (with only 

a little help from the ringers).   Thank you to all! 

Coffee mornings & Soup lunches 
 

The regular monthly Tuesday Coffee Mornings and 

Soup Lunches continued in January and February, 

with members of the local community and visitors all 

enjoying coffee, tea, 

delicious home-made 

cakes, soups and 

scones in a welcoming 

atmosphere at the 

back of the church 
 

All funds raised are in 

aid of the church              

repair appeal, 

and the Coffee 

Mornings will 

c o n t i n u e 

throughout the 

year.  The next 

Soup Lunch will 

be in aid of 

Christian Aid 
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It has been another wonderfully busy and exciting time in school, filled with hands-on learning, creative projects and memorable experiences across all classes.  

Class 3 have continued their Geography work through the Blue Influencers project, learning about the living things that make Morecambe Bay such a unique local environment and how we can help                 
protect them.  The children recently visited the beach at Morecambe, taking part in practical fieldwork led by Laura Roper and funded by the Blue Influencers project. They explored the                      
shoreline, identified coastal wildlife and discovered how small actions can help care for our bay. It was an inspiring morning that brought their classroom learning to life.  

In Design and Technology, Class 3 have also been learning about pulleys, gears and levers. After investigating how these mechanisms work, the children applied their knowledge by designing and making 
their own theatre boxes. Each box featured changing scenery and moving characters, operated through the mechanisms they had constructed. The results were imaginative, skilful and wonderfully 
creative.  

Class 2 have been diving into their topic on the Ancient Egyptians. They particularly enjoyed learning about mummification in the form of “Teddykhamun”,  to help them understand the process in a fun 
and memorable way!  

Linking history with science, the class have also been investigating magnets and used what they learned to design and build their own pyramids with magnet controlled opening doors. This project was a 
brilliant blend of creativity, problem-solving and cross curricular learning.  

Our lunchtime dance club have been working incredibly hard, and their efforts were rewarded with a fantastic performance at Ulverston Victoria High School (UVHS). The children’s                                    
enthusiasm, teamwork and confidence were clear to see—they were absolutely amazing. A huge well done to everyone involved.  

Class 2 had a great time at the gymnastics festival at Dallam School, where they explored a range of different equipment and movements. The children returned full of excitement and pride in their 
achievements.  

All children enjoyed the Valentine’s Disco, organised by FOBS. It was a joyful evening of dancing, and fun. Thank you to everyone who helped make the event such a success.  

Class 1 enjoyed a lovely visit to Tesco, where they put their learning about shopping and instructions into practice. After writing their shopping lists in class, they visited the store to buy the                          
ingredients they needed. Back at school, they used their purchases to make cakes—a highlight for everyone involved!    

Best wishes, Abi Johnson 
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Beetham WI ~ Early year activities for the WI 
Though we don’t have a monthly meeting in January, we do usually organise a social.  
So this year 7 members enjoyed lunch at the Riverside Hotel before heading for The Box Theatre 
in Kendal.  We watched an exclusive performance (for Cumbria-Westmorland Federation of WI’s) 
of “Winning when we’re Singing” by students from Kendal College Performing Arts Department.  
They performed a variety of group and solo numbers from musicals ranging from ‘Shrek’ to 
‘Phantom of the Opera’.  Some were original arrangements by tutors and students, and one - a Bob 
Fosse inspired dance - was a definite audience pleaser.  We were very impressed by the standard 

of the singing and dancing as well as the professionalism and enthusiasm of all the students involved.   

We were pleased to welcome John Morton, a retired Methodist Minister, to our February meeting in The Wheatsheaf 
where he entertained us with jokes, stories, poems and anecdotes.  He kindly chose 
to donate his fee to the charity: Zoe’s Place https://www.zoes-place.org.uk 

During February, we supported the annual ‘Show the Love’ campaign, which is linked 
to The Climate Coalition https://www.theclimatecoalition.org by undertaking a Litter 
Pick around Beetham.  We wore our home-made green hearts to show we care about 
the places we love and the need to protect our communities for future generations.  
We then headed for Beetham Garden Café for hot drinks.  We collected quite a bit of 
rubbish between the 8 of us, but were most disappointed that this included 12 dog 
‘poo bags’ left in the hedges on just one stretch of Church Street going up the hill 
from the cemetery! 

Before the month ended, we had another lively session of Pickle Ball at Burton             
Memorial Hall with guidance from two of our members. 

Our AGM is being held on 12 March followed by a Social.  A new Programme of 
events for the coming year will soon be on our Noticeboard in the village and guests/
new members are always welcome to come and join us. 

Contact Jeanette, our Secretary, at beethamwi@gmail.com for more information.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For over a century, the communities of Beetham & Hale have come 
together and generously given their time and support to Beetham 
Village Sports. For the past few years, the committee has dwindled 
to a handful of people, who originally offered a few hours of their 
time to set up, help on the day or take on a task or two in the 
months preceding and in one way or another have stuck at it! 
 

In a world where everyone’s lives are busy, complicated, and free 
time is precious, we ask the community of Beetham & Hale to assist 
in keeping this historic event alive. We also would like to make a 
special ask for parents, teachers or anyone who has experience 
with children to volunteer. There is currently no one on the                        
committee who has children who attend Beetham School, which we 
believe used to be the mainstay of the Sports. 
 

Beetham Sports desperately needs support! The more committee 
members and volunteers we have the less the load will be on a few 
individuals, and will help ensure we keep Beetham & Hale Sports 
going for another hundred years.  Please get in touch with us at 
beethamsports@gmail.com if you can help us to maintain this         
wonderful village tradition!  

www.facebook.com/BeethamSports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HANDS ON BAKE 

Wednesday 25th Mar, 11am - 4pm 

HANDS ON CRAFT 

Monday 2nd Mar, 1 - 4pm 

CRAFTERNOON 

Tuesday 24th Mar, 1 - 4pm 

POWSOWDIE 

Wednesday 18th Mar, 11am - 2pm 

WRITE BY |THE RIVER 

Wednesday 11th Mar, 11am - 3.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday 1st Mar - Encore Opera (Music) 
 

Friday 6th Mar - Dead of Winter (Film) 
 

Tuesday 10th Mar - Turner & Constable  
(Exhibition on Screen) 

 

Friday 13th Mar - Second Best Bed (Drama) 
 

Saturday 21st Mar - The Jack Pearce Quintet (Music) 

 

Friday 27th Mar - Shore Lines (Drama) 

art 
 dance 

the HERON theatre 
music 

film March Events 
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Book tickets online www.theherontheatre.com 
email: boxoffice@theherontheatre.com ~ tel: 015395 64283 

Evening performances start at 7.30pm.  Sunday music 2.30pm. 

Exhibition on Screen 2pm.  Refreshments available  

The Heron Theatre, Stanley Street, Beetham, LA7 7AS 

Beetham Parish Council Meeting 
 

Storth Village Church  
Monday 2nd March at 7pm 

 

Members of the public are welcome to attend. 
Previous minutes and details of the Councillors can be  

found on the website at www.beetham-pc.gov.uk 

A friendly group, meeting at the                                             

Athenaeum Village Hall, Leasgill, LA7 7ET 
 

 

12th March "More TV Memories of Cumbria"  
Jim Bownass & Andrew Leitch 

26th March "Life and Loves of Errol Flynn"  

Colin Penny 
 

All meetings are on Thursdays, starting at 10:00am.  Guest                  

tickets for individual meetings £2.50, tea/coffee included.  
 

Contact Adrian Tayler: aptayler@gmail.com  015395 64030 

Heron Corn Mill, Mill Lane, Beetham, LA7 7PQ 
015395 64271  -  info@heronmill.org - www.heronmill.org 

 

Beetham Village Facebook 
 

A dedicated facebook group for Beetham   
and the surrounding community 

 

Search for  
 

"Beetham Village Cumbria"  



Church Websites 

 

For information about our church and parish, What’s On, and church videos please 

visit our website at www.beethamstmichaelandallangels.co.uk or scan the QR code. 

 

Full colour versions of this and past editions of The Gateway are also available 

online. If you would like to receive an email copy please contact                                         

The Gateway editor at jenny.marks@btinternet.com 
 

For more details of the Kent Estuary Mission Community visit the KEMC website at 

www.kentestuarymissioncommunity.com 

 

CONTACTS FOR THE PARISH OF ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, BEETHAM 

 

 Priest-in-Charge   The Revd Andrew Norman  015395 62355    revdabn@gmail.com 

 Assistant Curate    The Revd Hannah Wallace    01524 449035    revhannahwallace@gmail.com 

 Lay Minister    Chris Roberts   015395 63019    lainyandchris@aol.com 

 Lay Minister/Churchwarden Vivien Stirrup   015395 64320    vstirrup7@aol.com 

 Churchwarden                     John Lomax   015395 62648    j.d.lomax@btinternet.com  

 PCC Treasurers         Andy & Dorothy MacLeod  015395 62062    admdhm@live.co.uk 

 Safeguarding Officer   Andrew Skinner   07362 593076    beetham-safeguarding@gmail.com 

 Gateway Editor        Jenny Marks   015395 62559    jenny.marks@btinternet.com 

 Beetham CE School     Abi Johnson    015395 62515    head@beetham.cumbria.sch.uk 

  

Please do be in touch with Andrew you would like to receive the parish email, if there is any support or                     

encouragement he can offer, if you would have any questions about services church life or the                                   

Christian faith, or if you would like anyone or anything remembered in prayer.  
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SOUTH LAKELAND AGE UK 
 

 

 

For lunch club and exercise class details go to  

www.ageuk.org.uk/southlakeland/activities-and-events  

 

Helpline : 030 300 30003 

 

L. M. Baverstock 
Ophthalmic Opticians 

 

The Square, Milnthorpe 
 

015395 - 62633 

or individual items. Will travel to view 
 

Phone Allithwaite 015395 35125 

Mobile 07923521764 
 

P.B.F.A. member 

T.T. CARPETS 
 

RED BARN 
HARMONY HILL 
MILNTHORPE 

 

015395 - 62898 

01539 
721344 

Friendly, caring & 
professional team 

www.highgatevets.com 

173 Highgate and Beezon Rd, Kendal 

J&R Landscapes 
Specialising in fencing, stone walling, 

paving, garden rooms, lawns and 
water features.  Bespoke garden 

design and build 

Free estimates. Call 07954336176 

Irene Taylor Hearing 
 

- Specialist hearing aid advice 
- Earwax removal by microsuction 
- iPhone compatible hearing aids 

- Invisible hearing aids 
- Hearing protection for shooting,           

motorcyclists & musicians 
- TV & telephone accessories 

- Home visits 
 
 

Salt Pie Lane, Kirkby Lonsdale, LA6 2BH 

015242 73589 
 

Est. 1980 ~ Registered with hcpc 

www.irenetaylorhearing.co.uk 

Open 
Wednesday  

to  
Sunday 

11am ‘til late. 
 

Closed until 
21st Jan ‘26 

 

MARTIN 
PAINTER &  

DECORATOR 
 

07881 895909  
 01524 61834 

 

martin.painting.decorating 
@gmail.com 

A.M.Decorating 
High Class Interior Decorator 

 

All aspects of painting & decorating 
Specialist wallpaper hanging 

Hand painted kitchen resprays 
Furniture spraying 

Coving fitting & cornice repairs 
Dust free sanding 

07951 023 335 
52 Hornby Rd, Caton, LA2 9QS 

a.m.decorating50@gmail.com 

Samaritans 
Free helpline number is 116 123 

Calls to this number do not appear 
on phone bills.  This number is free 
to call from both landlines and                   
mobiles, including pay-as-you-go 
mobiles.  You don’t need to have 
any credit or call allowance plan to 
call 116 123. 

Available round the clock, every 
single day ~ www.samaritans.org 

NEIL TAYLOR 
Painter, Decorator                          

& Paperhanger 
 

Tel: 015395 - 64411 
Mobile: 07778 - 467521 

Join The Friends                            

of Beetham Church 

 

Support our church repair 

fundraising by picking up a 

form in church or downloading 

from our website 

 MOSSDALE                 
SERVICE STATION 

 

A6, Hale Moss  
tel: 01524 781381 

 

Petrol, Car Wash 
 

Nisa Store open                                   
6am (Sunday 7am) - 8pm  

 

 

Wines & Beers, Fresh Produce, 
Groceries, Hot & 

Cold Drinks,  
National Lottery 

WOODSIDE WALKS 
Dog Walking & Day Care Service 

Fully Insured 

GPS Collars   

10 Yrs Experience 

Countryside Walks 
 

Contact Theo on 07880 237033                       

to discuss your requirements     

PARKIN and JACKSON 
 

Monumental Masons 

Edith Anice 
Leslie welcomes you                      
to her interiors shop                   

and  café in the                             
Old Beetham Post Office  

 

Please check shop                 
noticeboard for                         

seasonal shop and                      
café  opening times 

 

The Gateway deadline 
 

Items for the April edition should be submitted by Monday 23rd March.  Please email articles to                

jenny.marks@btinternet.com.  View deadlines online at www.beethamstmichaelandallangels.co.uk    
                                        
 

If you would like to join our teams of volunteer folders or distributors please contact Jenny 
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To advertise, 

space in all 

ten issues can 

cost as low      

as £33. 

To book call 

Jenny on 

015395 62559, 

email              
jenny.marks@ 

btinternet.com 

or visit our 

website 

Private Hire Silverdale Arnside and Yealand 
 

0800 132383 

 

 

 
www.saycars.co.uk 

 

50 years of ‘knowledge’, riding and driving our area’s roads 
 

Licensed and Regulated by Lancaster City Council 

http://www.ageuk.org.uk/

