
Ring out, wild bells   
 

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,  

The flying cloud, the frosty light:  

The year is dying in the night; 

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.  
 

Ring out the grief that saps the mind,  

For those that here we see no more; 

Ring out the feud of rich and poor,  

Ring in redress to all mankind. 
 

For centuries, church bells have been rung to mark                           

momentous events and occasions.  Here at St Michael & All 

Angels, our venerable bells, three of which date back to the 

17th century, have pealed in recent years to commemorate 

significant national, local and personal events, as well as to summon the faithful to worship.  The                

Centenary of the 1918 Armistice; anniversaries of key moments in the Second World War (VE Day and 

VJ Day); HM Queen Elizabeth's Diamond Jubilee; the Queen's funeral and the coronation of King 

Charles, to name but a few.  And on a more personal level, to mark the loss of friends and to pay                

tribute to happy memories of good times spent in their company.   

Alfred Lord Tennyson's poem, In Memoriam, from which the verses at the top of the page are taken, 

was written after the death of his closest friend, Arthur Hallam.  Tennyson chose the ringing of bells as 

a metaphor for the eternal circle of life because of the ancient tradition of church bells ringing at the 

turn of the year to see out the old and to usher in the new, and to reflect his own feelings of loss and 

renewal.  ôRing out the grief that saps the mind, For those that here we see no moreõ, he wrote.    

Tennyson, like his contemporary Charles Dickens, was also only too well aware of the social and                   

political ills of the mid -nineteenth century and despaired at the inequalities and unfairness in society 

which affected the lives of ordinary people.  In his poem, he juxtaposes an outpouring of his personal 

grief with an expression of his deeply felt conviction that the birth of Jesus had ushered in the hope of 

redemption and a better future for mankind.   

At the start of a new year, we are all led to look both forward and backward, at what is past and to 

what is to come.  January takes its very name from the Roman God of transitions Janus, who, with 

two heads, could look in both directions at the same time.  And so we ring out the old, leaving our  

regrets, our failures, our disappointments, behind us as we attempt to ring in the new, making our    

resolutions based in hope for the future.  It is not quite so easy to 'Ring out the grief that saps the mind, 

For those that here we see no more', but we, together with Tennyson, can hope that the promise of 

Christ's birth in Bethlehem will help to 'Ring in redress to all mankind'. 

As we enter 2025, we know we cannot change the past, nor can we predict with any certainty what is 

to come.  What we can do is to reflect from time to time on the true significance of the birth of the  

baby in a stable in a small town in a foreign land, and look forward with hope for the future.  

òRing out the darkness of the land,  

Ring in the Christ that is to be.ó 

Brian Smalley 
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Beetham Church PoW Nativity Crib   
Last year I was delighted to receive, out of the blue, a message from Rolf Baumann.  

His father, Bruno Baumann, was one of the German PoWs at Bela Camp in 1946 

who had constructed the Christmas Crib and presented it with thanks to the people 

of Beetham Church.  Each Christmas since then, the crib has been on display    

throughout the Advent, Christmas and Epiphany seasons.  Remembering the spartan 

circumstances which the men endured, and the primitive tools and materials at their 

disposal, it is truly remarkable that the crib was crafted and painted so skilfully,                  

creating such a beautiful finished product. In 2021, thanks to the generosity of a  

number of local people, we were able to have the crib professionally restored in the 

confident hope that it will remain in good condition for many more years to come.   
 

In reply to Rolfõs communication, I was able to send some information to him and his wife Gabi at their home in                

Wilhelmshavn.  I included a copy of the òReconciliationó booklet produced from the research by Sandy Lofthouse into the 

Bela Camp which makes reference to the Crucifix carved by Bruno Baumann and presented to the Reverend Macleod              

Murray in thanks for his Christian ministry to the German men in those difficult times. 
 

This year we again exchanged messages and cards, as below: 

$ÅÁÒ 2ÏÌÆ ÁÎÄ 'ÁÂÉ 
!ÄÖÅÎÔ 'ÒÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÆÒÏÍ "ÅÅÔÈÁÍȦ  )Ô ×ÁÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ - ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȦ 7Å ×ÅÒÅ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ 
ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ×ÏÒËÍÁÔÅÓ ÁÓ ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅË ×Å ÏÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ #ÒÉÂȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ αβ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÂÙ 
ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ "ÅÅÔÈÁÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÂ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ÏÎ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÕÎÔÉÌ #ÁÎÄÌÅÍÁÓ ɉάÎÄ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙɊȢ 9ÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÏÆ 
ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÏ ÆÅÅÌ ÖÅÒÙ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÉÎÄÅÅÄ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÕÓ ÈÅÒÅȢ /Ò ÉÆ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÅÁÓÉÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÍÏÎÔÈÓȟ ×Å 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÃÒÉÂ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÓÔÏÒÁÇÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÁÄÍÉÒÅ ÈÉÓ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ×ÏÒËÍÁÎÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÓËÉÌÌȦ 9ÏÕÒ ÐÈÏÔÏÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÊÕÓÔ 
ÎÏ× ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ - ÉÔ ÉÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÓÕÃÈ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÏÕÔÃÏÍÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÄÁÒË ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÇÉÃ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ 
*ÏÈÎ 
 

$ÅÁÒ *ÏÈÎȦ 
%ÎÊÏÙ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ !ÄÖÅÎÔ 3ÅÁÓÏÎ ÁÔ "ÅÅÔÈÁÍ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÉÆÅȢ ) ÍÙÓÅÌÆ ÁÍ ÊÕÓÔ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÂÕÓÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÉÌÌÎÅÓÓ                                   
ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ Ώ"ÁÎÔÅÒ +ÉÒÃÈÅΏ ÁÔ 7ÉÌÈÅÌÍÓÈÁÖÅÎ ÔÉÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÔΎÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ               
ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ  (ÁÖÅ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÁÎÄȡ )ΎÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÏÏÄÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÓÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÍÅ ÉÎÖÁÌÕÁÂÌÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÙ                  
ÆÁÔÈÅÒΎÓ ÃÒÉÂ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÃÒÕÃÉǢØȦ 
!ÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÂÅÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÉÆÅ 
9ÏÕÒÓ 2ÏÌÆ 
)ÔΎÓ Á ÌÏÎÇ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÇÏ - ) ×ÏÎÄÅÒ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅÓÅ Ô×Ï ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓȢ -Ù ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ 
ÉÎ ÌÁ× ÒÅÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÅÄ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÂÙ ÍÙ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȢȢȢ 
 

$ÅÁÒ *ÏÈÎȟ 
)ÔΎÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÓÈÏÒÔÌÙ ÁÆÔÅÒ 
77))Ȣ /Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ Á ÄÒÅÁÍ ÆÏÒ ÍÅȡ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÃÒÉÂ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ 
ÉÎ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙȢ 3ÏÏÎ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ζήÔÈ ÁÎÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÉÔ - ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÁÎ 
ÉÄÅÁȩȦ  
&ÏÒ ÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÂÉÂÌÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ Ώ0ÅÁÃÅ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÏÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÏ ÍÅÎΏ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÉÌÌÕÍÉÎÁÔÅ 
ÏÕÒ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÏÆ ÄÁÒËÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÒÓȢȢȢ 9ÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ "ÅÅÔÈÁÍ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÃÒÉÂ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
ÓÈÏ× ɉÎÏ× ÆÏÒ εζ ÙÅÁÒÓɊ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÏÖÅÒÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÒËÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌ ÖÅÒÙ ÖÅÒÙ ÍÕÃÈȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÍÅÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÏ ÉÔ ÉÎ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȦ 
!ÎÄȡ )ΎÍ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÐÒÏÕÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÙ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÁÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÇÏÏÄÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÉÇÈÔȢȢȢ  4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÖÅÒÙ 
ÍÕÃÈ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÓÔ ×ÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÏ "ÅÅÔÈÁÍ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇȦȦ 
"ÅÓÔ ×ÉÓÈÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÉÆÅȟ 2ÏÌÆ 
 

Having kept contact this Christmas season, I am happy to share this correspondence with you all!  

John Lomax  

Postscript 
 

Just before Christmas, Revd Andrew received an email from Rolfõs brother, Eric.  Rolf had shown Eric the Christmas card 

depicting the Nativity Crib that John had kindly sent to him this year.  Eric was keen to purchase more copies of the card.  It 

was too late for them to arrive in Germany before Christmas, but we were delighted to receive this response from Eric this 

week:- 
 

$ÅÁÒ *ÅÎÎÙȟ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÓÏ ÖÅÒÙ ÍÕÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒÄÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ ÈÅÒÅ ÏÎ &ÒÉÄÁÙȦ ) ÁÍ ÓÕÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÅ ÈÏ× ÔÏÕÃÈÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ 
ÓÅÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÍÙ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÍÁÄÅ - ÏÒ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÍÁËÉÎÇȟ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÁÒÏÕÎÄȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÍÙ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ                           
ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÅÍÁÉÌÓ ÔÏ 2ÅÖÅÒÅÎÄ .ÏÒÍÁÎȟ ÈÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏÌÄ ÍÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÎÅ×ȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÂÏÔÈ 
ÁÇÒÅÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ  ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÖÅÒÙ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄȦ !Ó Á ÃÈÉÌÄȟ ) ×ÁÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÔÏÌÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÂ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÈÁÄ Á ÂÌÁÃË ÁÎÄ ×ÈÉÔÅ 
ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈ ÏÆ ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÙÉÎÇ ÉÎÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎȢ &ÏÒ ÍÙ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ Á ÌÉÆÅÌÏÎÇ ÁÒÔÉÓÔÉÃ ÏÃÃÕÐÁÔÉÏÎ 
×ÉÔÈ ×ÏÏÄÃÁÒÖÉÎÇ ÁÓ Á ÈÏÂÂÙȢ &ÒÏÍ ×ÈÅÒÅ ) ÁÍ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇȟ ) ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅ Á γή ÃÍ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÔÁÔÕÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÏÐÈÏÒÕÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ίηγήÓȢ  -Ù ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÓ Á 0/7 ÆÏÎÄÌÙȢ %ÖÅÎ ÉÆ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÁÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ 
ÔÏÌÄ ÍÅ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÌÙȢ  
 

-ÁÎÙ ËÉÎÄ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÓȟ %ÒÉÃ 

ôReconciliationõ, the story of the Beetham Crib, is available to purchase from the Church Bookstall 



 

Letter from The Revd Andrew Norman 
 

Dear friends,  
 

I am writing this on the fifth day of Christmas and whilst I havenõt received the 

gift of ôfive gold ringsõ from my ôtrue loveõ, the month of January is now looming.  

The beginning of a new year steadily approaching meaning, no doubt, that weõll 

all be considering the possibilities and the perils that may lie ahead of us as we 

journey through 2025.  
 

Although for many the time for the singing of carols has concluded, the Church - 

in bidding us celebrate the message and good news of Christmas for forty days - 

continues to invite us to rejoice. To remember the hope that ôGod is with usõ as 

we now look to all that will come, bidden and unbidden, in the days, weeks and 

months of the year to come. In the (perhaps less well-known carol) ôOf the Fatherõs heart begottenõ,  

written in the fourth century yet only translated into English in the nineteenth, weõre reminded that all 

our human beginnings and endings; all that has been, is and yet will be, can only find its proper place in 

God. The God whose likeness we see in the face of the baby of Bethlehem, who promises light and life 

for all.  
 

ôéHe is Alpha, from that Fountain  

all that is and hath been flows;  

He is Omega, of all things, 

yet to come the mystic Closeéõ 
 

Although for some this might seem quite fantastical, this is the claim that the Christian faith continually 

encourages us to consider. To stretch our imagination, to enlarge our understanding, to believe the truth 

that we can reckon as credible Godõs desire to know us and to be known by us. And so - however                  

hesitatingly or uncertainly - to know for ourselves his loving purposes towards us. Not a magical tonic 

that will take away our griefs or sadnesses, not an optimistic wishfulness that means that weõll be spared 

challenge or discomfort, but an awareness that means we can embrace life with a hopefulness and a trust 

born of knowing that we journey in Godõs company and fellowship. 
 

In concluding these thoughts and in looking ahead to the New Year, I leave you with some words (when 

looking back on his life) of the thirty -ninth President of the United States of America, Jimmy Carter, 

whose passing was announced as I sat down to write these words. They remind us, from one who lived a 

life of fruitful service, that faith in God much always be consequential; changing who we are and how we 

are with others. As 2025 begins, may we all be given help and grace to give faith a chance and, in doing 

so, to make a difference in the year that is to come. 
 

ôI have one life and one chance to make it count for somethingéIõm free to choose what that something 

is, and the something I've chosen is my faith. Now, my faith goes beyond theology and religion and               

requires considerable work and effort. My faith demands - this is not optional - my faith demands that I 

do whatever I can, wherever I am, whenever I can, for as long as I can with whatever I have to try to 

make a difference.õ 

 

With every good wish and prayer,  

As ever, 
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St Michael & All Angels Beetham 

Church Services for January 2025 

Please see weekly Pewsheet for details 

*Book of Common Prayer  

Date Time Service 

Sun 5th 11am Parish Eucharist 

 6pm BCP* Evensong 

Weds 8th 10.30am BCP Holy Communion 

Sun 12th 11am Parish Eucharist 

 6pm BCP Evensong 

Sun 19th 11am Parish Eucharist 

 6pm Epiphany Carol Service 

Sun 26th 11am Parish Eucharist 

 6pm BCP Evensong 

          

Burial of Ashes 
 

Friday 13th December  

Pauline Harrison 
 

May she rest in peace 

Please join the churches 

of the Kent Estuary in a 

Mission Community 

Gathering 

10.30am, Sunday 9th March  

in St Petersõ Church, Heversham 

Please note there will be no service at Beetham that                   
morning but Evensong will be held at 6pm as normal 

3Ô -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ ÁÎÄ !ÌÌ !ÎÇÅÌÓȟ "ÅÅÔÈÁÍ 
 

#ÁÎÄÌÅÍÁÓ #ÈÏÒÁÌ %ÖÅÎÓÏÎÇ 
3ÕÎÄÁÙ άÎÄ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ  

at  6.00pm 
All are welcome 



òWE ALL GET THE EXACT 365 DAYS. THE ONLY DIFFERENCE  
IS WHAT WE DO  WITH THEM "                             Hillary De Piano  

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL !  

 

Well dear reader, another year begins.  Although it  feels they are coming around faster as each year passes, I am 
happy to welcome it in. Full of promise and potential adventures, we are poised as if about to read a new book in 
a familiar genre. In keeping with that theme, a little review of last years music book according to Beetham             
Community Band.   

 "NEW YEAR IS A DAY, TO TUNE TO THE RHYTHM CALLED SOUL,  WITH THE BEST                                
CHORDS CALLED EXPERIENCES AND PLAY THE GUITAR CALLED LIFE"      Vikrmn  

 

It was great! Enough...? I thought not. We did have a lovely year of music.   Old tunes and some cracking new ones, 
with more new pieces at the ready.  We have really come on too.  ôNo pressureõ stands firm as our mantra and         
despite some struggles we have managed. We are low on numbers due to incidents and accidents, which is              
impactful on a small band.  But what matters most is they get better.  We will be keeping your seats toasty.  We do 
miss you very much though.   

 

We welcomed two new members which is just wonderful, both of whom were              
playing at the switch on for Brightening Beetham.   I am sure everyone enjoyed the 
event as much as we did.   
 

We are having a little break during the season of bugs but will be back before the 
end of January.   So if Father Christmas put something musical in your stocking or 
you finally say to yourself, 'this is the year I will take up my instrument and join the 
friendliest band around ...' give me a call on 07725580095.  
 

I say it every month, but music really does give you so much. My updates have been saying it for years, the                   
correlations between music and well being and healing have been thoroughly proven to be correct. In 2024 music 
literally gave me my voice back as some of you know.  Ask yourself what can music do for you?  I look forward to 
hearing from you.  

"TO KINDNESS AND LOVE, THE THINGS WE NEED MOST"                   The Grinch   
 

See you soon, love and kindness as always.    Tess x   
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Beetham Church Handbell Ringers 
 

Christmas was once again a busy time for the handbell ringers.  We 

were delighted to return to both Croftside and Elmsfield residential 

homes, where everyone joyfully joined in with the carol singing, led 

by members of the church choir 
 

Levens Tuesday Club was a full house, and they not only sang carols 

but had a try at ringing too.  This was also the case at the Royal               

Windermere Yacht Club, where eight willing volunteers had great fun 

ringing õFrosty the Snowmanõ, to much applause from the audience!  

They were also fascinated to hear the history of our historic bells 
 

At the Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols, four of the handbell ringers 

provided a lovely accompaniment to one of the choir carols, Rejoice 

and be merry. Then the full team played carols as the refreshments 

were served after the service to end our musical handbell Christmas  

Church Grand Hamper Raffle 

This yearõs School Winter Fair was held on Saturday 30th November, and once again 

the Church ran their Grand Hamper Raffle.  Five years ago we were really pleased to 

have enough donations of food and drink to make up 9 hampers, so it was a wonderful 

surprise this year that with thanks to everyoneõs kind generosity we were able to offer a 

record breaking 26 hamper prizes! 
 

A very grateful thank you goes to 

the enthusiastic team of packers, 

cellophane wrappers, ribbon tiers, 

stall minders, and raffle ticket sellers, and to everyone who bought               

raffle tickets.  Congratulations to all 26 winners and we hope that you 

have enjoyed the contents over the Christmas season 
 

The Fair was very busy and appreciated by all who went along. It was 

lovely to see so many familiar faces supporting the school and church 

Beetham Church Advent and Christmastide 

Advent preparations began at the end of November, with 

the setting up of the PoW Nativity Crib  and the creation 

of the Advent Wreath, ahead of the Advent Carol Service 

on Sunday 1st December 
 

This was followed by a busy week getting ready for 

ôBrightening Beethamõ, with thanks to Ned and Tess  

Rowlands for organising the Christmas Trees and porch 

arch, to Ian and Viv Stirrup for installing the Outdoor 

Crib, and to all who helped with the trees and lights.                        

Particular thanks go to Beetham Nurseries for their                       

generous support for the project, and to all the local                                 

businesses and individuals who sponsored a tree.  The 

well -attended Big Switch-On was held on Saturday 7th 

December, with the Beetham Band and mince pies and 

mulled wine, with thanks to the bakers and servers 
 

The church indoor Christmas Tree was again generously 

donated by the Beetham Band and was carefully                          

positioned and decorated in time for the School Nativity, 

along with the windowsill rows of candles.  With thanks 

to Dianne Lomax and the Flower Arranging team, this 

was followed by the creation of glorious flower displays 

throughout the church in Christmas colours of white, red 

and gold.  The traditional evenings of Village Carol                           

Singing around Slackhead and Beetham raised £442 for 

the Salvation Army and the church heating appeal 
 

The candlelit Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was 

opened with the beautiful solo singing of the first verse of 

Once in Royal Davidõs City by Lottie Harmer.  Under the 

enthusiastic musical direction of Geoff Field and                   

accompanied by Ken Forster, the choir told the Christmas 

story through inspirational music to complement the Bible 

readings telling of Christõs birth 
 

On Christmas Eve the Christingle service attracted a                  

record attendance, with Revd Andrew joyously leading 

the service as children brought the Nativity figures up to 

the Crib.  Thanks go to the team of Christingle makers 

and to Booths Milnthorpe for providing the oranges.  A 

total of Ã486 was raised for The Childrenõs Society  
 

Revd Andrew led Midnight Mass heralding the                      

celebration of the birth of Christ, and continuing on 

Christmas Day with the Christmas Eucharist service 




