Beetham Church PoW Nativity Crib
Last year | was delighted to receive, out of the blue, a message from Rolf Bauman ‘ 3
His father, Bruno Baumann, was one of the German PoWs at Bela Camp in 194 5
who had constructed the Christmas Crib and presented it with thanks to the people ‘
of Beetham Church. Each Christmas since then, the crib has been on displ®
throughout the Advent, Christmas and Epiphany seasons. Remembering the sparte
circumstances which the men endured, and the primitive tools and materials at their’ 2
disposal, it is truly remarkable that the crib was crafted and painted so skilfully, &
creating such a beautiful finished product. In 2021, thanks to the generosity of &
number of local people, we were able to have the crib professionally restored in the
confident hope that it will remain in good condition for many more years to come.

In reply to Rolfds communicati on, I was able to send some

Wil hel mshavn. I included a copy of the OReconciliationdé booklet produced from t € a andy Lofthouse intjo

Bela Camp which makes reference to the Crucifix carved by Bruno Baumann and presented to the Reverend Macleod IRIng Gm V\/"d Bé"§

Murray in thanks for his Christian ministry to the German men in those difficult times. Ring out. wild bells, to the wild sky,
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Having kept contact this Christmas season, | am happy to share this correspondence with you a]II(!)hn Lomax redemption and a better future for mankind.
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6Reconciliationé, the story of the Beetham Cri b, s available o purchase from the Church Bookstall




St Michael & All Angels Beetham Burial of Ashes
Letter from The Revd A Church Services for January 2025 Friday 13th December
— [ ome | e ] e Paline Harfson
! _ _ _ _ Sun 5th 1llam  Parish Eucharist _ . Ar/]layshe rest in peace
I_am Wr|:[|_ng t his on the~f|fth dayA s an 6pm BCP* Evensong el ve t he
gift of o6five gold ringsd from my ot t he _ = _
The beginning of a new year steadily ng m|Weds8th  10.30am BCP Holy Communion St Michael and All Angels, Beetham
all be considering the possibilities and the perils that may lie ahead of us as w Sun 12th 1lam  Parish Eucharist °
journey through 2025. 6pm BCP Evensong Ep lph any
Although for many the time for the singing of carols has concluded, the Church- : .
e . Sun 19th 1lam  Parish Eucharist
in bidding us celebrate the message and good news of Christmas for forty days ®
continues to invite us to rejoice. T t he 6pm  Epiphany Carol Service Car01 Ser\flce
we now look to all that will come, bidden and unbidden, in the days, weeks and Sun 26th 11am  Parish Eucharist
months of the year to come. In the (perhaps less welk nown car ol ) 0 Of the Fath : e ey |
written in the fourth century yet only transl ated 6pm | BCP Evensong d
our human beginnings and endings; all that has been, is and yet will be, can only find its proper place in Please see weekly Pewsheet for details
God. The God whose likeness we see in the face of the baby of Bethlehem, who promises light and life “Book of Common Prayer
for all.
606éHe s Al pha, from that Fountain
all that is and hath been flows; .
He is Omega, of all things, 3 ""(,1
yet to come the mystic Closeéd REg‘ @
Although for some this might seem quite fantastical, this is the claim that the Christian faith continually 2
encourages us to consider. To stretch our imagination, to enlarge our understanding, to believe the truth R Eg ' l @ R E 2
t hat we can reckon as <credible Godds desi-hmvevero kn : : . al6°00pm
o . ) . . . ] A time of prayer for healing & wholeness —= )
hesitatingly or uncertainly - to know for ourselves his loving purposes towards us. Not a magical tonic Ay Aorid A —_— A service to reflect on how God’s goodness and
that will take away our griefs or sadnesses, not a S fomes (rusch fmside — . ; | .
. . ) : ¢ glory is revealed and manifested to the world
challenge or discomfort, but an awareness that means we can embrace life with a hopefulness and a trust 6:15 - 7:00pM e Eivhan avine th it b p
born of knowing that we journey in Goddés company ar posy e pmes =~ — ke SRR 0 Y OTAR ARG T Tl B3
. . . . = light and grace of Christ in our lives always.
In concluding these thoughts and in looking ahead to the New Year, | leave you with some words (when TUES 7™ || TUES 4™ | TUES 6™ t d
looking back on his life) of the thirty -ninth President of the United States of America, Jimmy Carter,
whose passing was announced as | sat down to write these words. They remind us, from one who lived a
life of fruitful service, that faith in God much always be consequential, changing who we are and how we cshan B (ever Please join t t S l h
are with others. As 2025 begins, may we all be given help and grace to give faith a chance and, in doing KE NTC\ of the Kent : n "r ou'p u'n'('
so, to make a difference in the year that is to come. . . . 3
~ ) y . MJ“i\M(‘,‘!'HH:H)H\ MI ,S S I 0 n C 0 I\ ln/ mtham cmmh
ol have one | ife and one chance to make it count f ngél om ree, % t
is, and the something I've chosen is my faith. Now, my faith goes beyond theology and religion and Gat er| & “from 11.30am to ‘1,3Q)pm
requires considerable work and effort. My faith demands - this is not optional - my faith demands that | 10. 30am, $ thn dvhayr @@ % , th
do whatever | can, wherever | am, whenever | can, for as long as | can with whatever | have to try to . ~ ninesdo 8 Junua
| h i 8t Pe&Cbusch, Hev WOanes y
make a difference. 0 . ™\
Pl ease note there will b .; 4 "'%SOfSCU with | ‘ha
With every good wish and prayer, morning but Evensong wil ‘ ! p B p
As ever, M — : 2 and cake also available
/ Shenie. - . . e
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A A i AO #ET O | ‘D6 Alz"}ve @sb’ Slnda@tmanuary 2025 ~x
TAAU 4T A &AADOOD 'é\' chgervice for the 300pm "";i
, Our Lady of Lourdes e T
atGOOpm Week Of Pra) I Roman Catholic Church .
All are welcome for Christian Unity Silverdale Road, Arnside
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g ISWHATWEDO WITHTHEM™" Hillary De Piano
&l

g HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL!

g Well dear reader, another year begins. Although it feels they are coming around faster as each year passes, | am

47 happy to welcome it in. Full of promise and potential adventures, we are poised as if about to read a new book in
Jz a familiar genre. In keeping with that theme, a little review of last years music book according to Beetham
7 Community Band.

e

@ “NEW YEAR IS A DAY, TO TUNE TO THE RHYTHM CALLED SOUL, WITH THE BEST

g CHORDS CALLED EXPERIENCES AND PLAY THE GUITAR CALLED LIFE" Vikrmn

e

J7 It was great! Enough...? | thought not. We did have a lovely year of music. Old tunes and some cracking new ones,

gwi th more new pieces at the ready. We have really come®son

47 despite some struggles we have managed. We are low on numbers due to incidents and accidents, which is
Jy impactful on a small band. But what matters most is they get better. We will be keeping your seats toasty. We do
%3 miss you very much though.

8 | We welcomed two new members which is just wonderful, both of whom were
2 playing at the switch on for Brightening Beetham. | am sure everyone enjoyed the
; event as much as we did.

We are having a little break during the season of bugs but will be back before the
end of January.  So if Father Christmas put something musical in your stocking or
you finally say to yourself, 'this is the year | will take up my instrument and join the
friendliest band around ..."' give me a call on 07725580095.

SULLLLLLLLLLLY

47 | say it every month, but music really does give you so much. My updates have been saying it for years, the
J7 correlations between music and well being and healing have been thoroughly proven to be correct. In 2024 music
g literally gave me my voice back as some of you know. Ask yourself what can music do for you? | look forward to
47 hearing from you.

4

o "TO KINDNESS AND LOVE, THE THINGS WE NEED MOST" The Grinch
&

g See you soon, love and kindness as always.  Tess X

&
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Beetham Church Handbell Ringers ) ..t -
e ' ‘

Christmas was once again a busy time for the handbell ringers. W ";?Tf
were delighted to return to both Croftside and Elmsfield residential [ ’\-\;‘\/
homes, where everyone joyfully joined in with the carol singing, led |

by members of the church choir

Levens Tuesday Club was a full house, and they not only sang caro
but had a try at ringing too. This was also the case at the Roya
Windermere Yacht Club, where eight willing volunteers had great fun M
ringing O6Frosty the Snowmandid, t
They were also fascinated to hear the history of our historic bells

At the Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols, four of the handbell ringer:
provided a lovely accompaniment to one of the choir carols, Rejoices
and be merry. Then the full team played carols as the refreshment:
were served after the service to end our musical handbell Christmas |

Church Grand Hamper Raffle
mThis yeards School Winter Fair was hel
8 the Church ran their Grand Hamper Raffle. Five years ago we were really pleased tg
§ have enough donations of food and drink to make up 9 hampers, so it was a wonderful
dsurprise this year that with thanks to
record breaking 26 hamper prizes!

A very grateful thank you goes to %
the enthusiastic team of packers§
cellophane wrappers, ribbon tiers, &
stall minders, and raffle ticket sellers, and to everyone who bought
raffle tickets. Congratulations to all 26 winners and we hope that you
have enjoyed the contents over the Christmas season

The Fair was very busy and appreciated by all who went along. It wasj
lovely to see so many familiar faces supporting the school and church

AGE 4

OWE ALL GET THE EXACT 365 DAYS. TI-& ONLY

Advent preparations began at the end of November, with

the setting up of the PoW Nativity Crib and the creation
of the Advent Wreath, ahead of the Advent Carol Service |
on Sunday 1st December

| This was followed by a busy week getting ready for
M6Bright eni ngith Benkst th dleddgnd Tess

arch, to lan and Viv Stirrup for installing the Outdoor |
Crib, and to all who helped with the trees and lights. g
Particular thanks go to Beetham Nurseries for their
generous support for the project, and to all the local
businesses and individuals who sponsored a tree. Th
well-attended Big SwitchOn was held on Saturday 7th |
| December, with the Beetham Band and mince pies and|
. mulled wine, with thanks to the bakers and servers "

The church indoor Christmas Treewas again generously
donated by the Beetham Band and was carefully
positioned and decorated in time for the School Nativity,
along with the windowsill rows of candles. With thanks \
.. to Dianne Lomax and the Flower Arranging team, this §
was followed by the creation of glorious flower displays W §
throughout the church in Christmas colours of white, red L ihadss
and gold. The traditional evenings of Village Carol g
Singing around Slackhead and Beetham raised £442 forg:
the Salvation Army and the church heating appeal

The candlelit Festival of Nine Lessons and Carolsvas =
opened with the beautiful solo singing of the first verse of
Once [ n Roy ahbylLbteHarsier.sUnder tihey ¥
enthusiastic musical direction of Geoff Field and
accompanied by Ken Forster, the choir told the Christmas
story through inspirational music to complement the Bible

readings telling of Christ

B On Christmas Eve the Christingle service attracted a [
record attendance, with Revd Andrew joyously leading
the service as children brought the Nativity figures up to
' the Crib. Thanks go to the team of Christingle makers§
and to Booths Milnthorpe for providing the oranges. A
wmtotal of A486 was raised f QT

b Revd Andrew led idnight Mass_ heralding the &
31 OcdidbrRBIF bt *the bifttf! of AristS and Boftinding on

Christmas Day with the Christmas Eucharisservice
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