
THE CHURCH OF BEETHAM 

ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 

Sunday 30th November 2025 

First Sunday of Advent 

THIS WEEK’S SERVICES & EVENTS 

Sun 30th Advent 1 
Saint Andrew’s Day* 

  9.30 am 
11.00 am 
  6.00 pm 

Choir Practice 
Parish Eucharist 
Advent Carol Service 

Mon   1st Andrew the Apostle* 10.00 am Handbell Practice 

Tue  2nd  10.30 am 
11.00 am 
 
 2.45 pm 
 6.15 pm 

Parish Coffee Morning 
KEMC Carol Service (Walks for All) at 
Arnside Methodist 
Handbells at Hartland House  
‘Rest and Restore’ (service of healing) 
St James’, Arnside 

Wed   3rd  10.30 am 
12.30 pm 
   
  2.45 pm 

Holy Communion BCP 
Advent Lunch Discussion at Our Lady 
of Lourdes, Arnside  
Collective Worship, Beetham CE 
School 

Thu   4th   9.00 am 
 3.00 pm 
  5.30 pm 

Christmas Tree & Church Decoration 
Community Band at Beetham Nursery 
Tower Bell Practice 

Fri   5th   3.30 pm Launch of Brightening Beetham, with 
refreshments and music 

Sat   6th  10.30 am Community Band tbc 

Sun   7th Advent 2 10.30 am 
  6.00 pm 

KEMC Service - Arnside Methodist  
Evensong 

Notices 

Coffee Morning - Please, if you are free, do come along to church on Tues-
day morning, 10.30am-12.00noon, for our parish coffee morning.  Even bet-
ter - bring a friend too!  

Winter Fair - Thank you to everyone who was able to support our hamper 
raffle at yesterday’s Winter Fair at the School. We are grateful to all those 
who donated gifts for the making of the hampers, those who spend time 
preparing them and all those who bought tickets and those who came along 
to show their support. It is all very much appreciated. 

Christmas Hampers - Stop Press  A very pleasing £712 has been added 
to church funds as a result of the Hamper Raffle and the sale of Christmas 
Table decorations made from the left over materials from last week’s wreath 
making session.  Thanks to everyone who contributed.  And the 1st prize 
hamper was won by members of the congregation!.  

Brightening Beetham - The launch of this year’s ‘Brightening Beetham’ 
will take place at c.3.30pm on Friday 5th December following Celebration 
Worship (with Beetham CE School) here in church.  Thank you very much to 
all those who are working hard to prepare for this in different ways. We 
hope as many people as possible will be able to join us as we light up the 
churchyard in readiness for our celebrations of Christmas and remember 
God’s promises of life and light as we journey through Advent.  

Update from KEMC Working Group - Discussion in the two recent meet-
ings have focussed on the elements of a potential shared vision and what 
pattern of ministry might support its delivery.  At next week’s meeting we 
will aim to draw the strands of discussion together.  After Christmas we will 
then start to consider the implications for governance arrangements.  We 
welcome any comments or questions (peter@heversham.com).  Please con-
tinue to pray for the work of the Group.  We plan that an update on our 
work will be available at the KEMC Gathering on 8th March.   
Gift Aid - Huge thanks to all who currently Gift Aid their church donations. 
During the eight months Jan-Aug 2025 we received nearly £22,000 in Gift 
Aided donations for the church, from which I have claimed nearly £5,500 
from HMRC as an additional boost to church funds.  This makes such a dif-
ference to our church finances.  Any UK taxpayer is eligible to Gift Aid a do-
nation, whether as a one-off or by regular giving, whether by church enve-
lopes or direct to the church bank account.  Please ask me if you would like 
to know more and I will be happy to answer any Gift Aid questions you may 
have.  Thank you.             Andy MacLeod.  

Aluminium Recycling - We are very grateful for your help in supporting 
our building appeal to repair the church fabric. If you are able to do so, we 
invite you to help us by recycling your clean aluminium drinks cans, tin foil, 
pie cases, and blister packs.  To check if an item is aluminium, simply test it 
with a magnet—aluminium will not respond.  You can kindly drop off your 
contributions in the marked black bin at the back of the church. If you have 
a larger donation such as unwanted items like old ladders etc, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to Deborah at 07899702476. 
Foundation Governor -  If you might be interested (or know of someone 
else) in supporting the life of the church, and of our school 

through serving on the Governing Body as a Foun-
dation Governor, please have a word with Andrew. 
There is one remaining vacancy that we would, ide-
ally, like to fill as soon as we are able. 

Today - Happy new year!  We gather on the first Sunday of a new liturgical 

year, the First Sunday of Advent - uniting around the Lord’s Table to meet 

with Christ in word and sacrament as we anticipate his coming amongst us. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel!  

Advent Carol Service - This special service of readings, music and hymns 

at the beginning of a new church year will help us celebrate the beginning of 

Advent, takes place this evening at 6.00pm. 

*  Festivals falling in Advent are transferred to the following day.  Andrew, 
the brother of Simon Peter, was martyred on this day in AD 60. 

 

Our Parish Safeguarding Officer is Andrew Skinner, whose contact details 
are: beethamsafeguarding@gmail.com and 07362 593076.  

 

mailto:beethamsafeguarding@gmail.com


First Sunday of Advent  

Eucharist Readings: Isaiah 2, v. 1 - 5 (Pg. 736 in the Pew Bible, O.T.);    
Romans 13, v. 11 - 14 (Pg. 197 in the Pew Bible, N.T.) 
  
Gospel:   Matthew 24, v. 36 – 44 (Pg. 85 in the Pew Bible, N.T.) 
 
Hymns:  47 (People, look east);  37 (Hark what a sound); 327 (Awake, 
awake, fling off the night);  43 (Now from the heavens descending);  41 
(Lo, he comes with clouds descending) 
 
Organ Voluntary:  Grand Choeur, Theodore Dubois 
 

Evensong Readings:  See Order of Service  

 

Hymns:  45 (O come, O come Emmanuel);  39 (Hills of the North, re-
joice); 37 (Hark what a sound); 54 (Wake, O wake! With tidings thrilling);  
32 (Come, thou Redeemer of the earth);  41 (Lo, he comes with clouds  
descending) 
 
Advent Antiphons: During our Parish Eucharists over the coming weeks 
we will hear the Advent Antiphons sung, a particular way of anticipating the 
coming of Christ and giving us opportunity to reflect on all that his arrival 
means for the world and for each of us.  All the Advent Antiphons will be 
sung at this evening’s Advent Carol Service. 

For your Prayers 

Sheila MacInnes.  John Smith.  Ann and Harry Parrott.  Rosalie Woods.  

Shirley Grimshaw.   Theresa Holden.  Pat Barton.  Phil Barber.   

R.I.P. 

Luke Adams.  Ray Hills.  Neville Semark.  Norma Morris.  Frank Clarke. 

 

The funeral of Luke Adams will take place here on Friday 12th December 

at 1.00 pm. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia.   

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, and all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God.   

Alleluia 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

Collect 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put 
on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son 
Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he 
shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we 
may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   

Amen 

Post Communion Prayer 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the com-
ing of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us 
sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through    
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

Rotas for Today 

First Reading  John Townsend 

Second Reading  Patricia Townsend 

Intercessions  Brian Smalley 

Sidespeople/Offertory  Patricia & John Townsend 

Refreshments  Jenny Andrews and Jane Theobald 

Readers at Evensong  tbc 

Advent Carol Service - This special service of readings, music and hymns 
at the beginning of a new church year will help us celebrate the beginning 
of Advent, takes place this evening at 6.00pm. 
Enthronement of Bishop of Carlisle - We give thanks for a joyous ser-
vice of welcome and inauguration at Carlisle Cathedral yesterday as Bishop 
Rob was enthroned in his seat (his cathedra) as our Diocesan Bishop. We 
pray for the whole Diocese and for all the church communities of Cumbria 
at the beginning of this new season, and for the ministry that we share to-
gether in Christ’s name.   
Bishop of Penrith - We pray for this ongoing process discernment as the 
shortlisting meeting takes place early next month, remembering all those 
who have felt a sense of calling to explore this ministry.   
Beetham Charity - The Charity, set up many many years ago, continues 
to offer funds for a small gift to the elderly, sick or recently bereaved as we 
prepare for Christmas.  If anybody knows of individuals locally who might 
appreciate a gift and a visit, please do speak to Andrew.    
KEMC Gathering - The next Mission Community Gathering (joint service) 
will take place next Sunday (7th December) at 10.30am at Arnside Meth-
odist Church.  An opportunity, once again, for all the church communities 
of the Kent Estuary to come together in worship near the start of a new 
church year.  There is parking available (a short walk away) either on Or-
chard Road or in the car park of Arnside National School.  As a result of 
this, there is no 11.00am Parish Eucharist here at St Michael and All An-
gels, but there is Evensong, as usual, at 6.00pm. 
KEMC ‘Walks for All’ Carols - On Tuesday (at c.11.00am) the Mission 
Community are hosting another carol service (at Arnside Methodist Church) 
for the local ‘Walks for All’ group coordinating to support those affected by 
dementia in the Arnside & Silverdale National Landscape.  Beetham Band 
will be performing and some children from Storth CE Primary School will be 
singing.  All are welcome!  


